
1 

 NEVER A DULL MOMENT!  That’s the job of an 
Executive Director.  I love my job mainly because I’m 
never bored.  It is challenging and a constant learning 
experience. On a typical day, I am managing the 
museum, which means I might be organizing events, 
programs, tours, and thanking donors and volunteers. I 

am researching and planning exhibits, strategizing with employees, board 
members and key volunteers. I am helping as a docent for school tours, 
meeting with teachers, students and parents, while the next minute 
dealing with building issues (with a 93-year-old building, the unexpected 
is always expected!). Next, I am inspecting very awesome fossils that are 
millions of years old, as well as ancient artifacts and minerals for a 
possible display. I am consulting with geologists, paleontologists and 
archeologists, and I am always learning so much! I get to meet and work 
with some of the nicest and most interesting people.  

Throughout the day I hold on to my sense of humor as I change hats 
many times and embrace each challenge. However, it is not just me. It is 
the wonderful support team of staff, volunteers, and our board of 
directors that make my job that much more enjoyable. The team is 
growing and accomplishing much. I am pleased that this year we were 
able to add a new Volunteer Coordinator, Desiree Boyd, and a new 
Membership & Outreach Coordinator, Clint Osman (see pg. 8). I am 
delighted with the direction the museum is growing.  

2020 marks the 25th Anniversary of the Museum serving the community 
as an educational resource.  Stay tuned for the many events planned for 
2020 and beyond!  
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  Buena Vista Museum  
of Natural History 

and Science 
 

2018 Chester Ave. 
Bakersfield, CA  93308 

 
661-324-6350 

info@buenavistamuseum.org 

Our Mission:  

To educate, 
engage, and 
inspire our 
community to 
explore the 
wonders of 
science through 
enrichment 
activities, 
exhibits, and 
special programs.  

Koral Hancharick 
Executive Director  

25 
Years 

Give a Special Holiday Gift 

 Family Passes $48 
(Good for admission for up to 6 persons during regular hours). 

Available December 1st through 20th, 2019 



2 

2019 SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP  

Summer Science Camp was a success!   

Our 1st through 6th graders enjoyed exciting themed camps 
in June and July. We had a blast with fun science 
experiments during Weird Science Week. We became 
paleontologists during Dino Week, and, during Junior 
Detective Week, we had a visit from local law enforcement 
and learned all about forensic techniques  that use science 
to solve crimes! 
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New AC Upgrade! McKenney’s, Dave Weldon, Waterman Foundation    

2019 has been the year for major repairs and improvements 
to our building. For the first few months of the year, it was 
the plumbing and bathrooms which was a huge project. This 
past summer, improvements continued with the addition of 
AC on the upper floor for the first time ever!  In Summers 
passed, we used to say (in jest) “Please start on the upper 
floor where we won’t charge you extra for the sauna.” The 3 
new AC units now keep the floor at a comfortable 72 degrees. 
Dave Weldon with McKenney’s also generously donated 
equipment and repairs for another two existing AC units in 
the building. Many thanks to Dave Weldon!  

Kern County Fair 
Kern County Fair Award Winners! 

Again, this year the museum had an educa-
tional booth and displayed the “Ancient to 
Modern” horse fossils placing 4th in the 
Community Displays.  Additionally, museum 
board member Dave Hanley Placed 1st for 
his Science Display, and Koral Hancharick 
placed 2nd in minerals.     
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Just For Kids  

Every First Saturday! 

Just for Kids is a science enrichment program held on the 
first Saturday of every month from 10:30am to 12pm.  Kids 
have opportunities to experiment, enjoy hands-on, inter-
active projects all while learning about science!   

Fun and Frightful! 

Night at the museum!  What goes bump in 
the night at the museum?  Many visitors 
found out during our Night at the museum 
event held in October. Many thanks to the 
volunteers who led the fun and frightful 
flashlight tours. Always a great event! The 
visit to Dr. Dave’s Mad Scientist Lab in the 
basement is always a bonus!  

Night at the Museum 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

Larry Parris 

Larry came to us in the summer of 2018 and quickly 

became one of the museum’s favorite docents. With his 

side-busting humor and immense dedication, Larry 

always lights up the place making him the perfect 

candidate for our spotlight. Here’s what Larry has to say 

about his time at he museum: 

“ Volunteering at BVM has been one of the most 

enjoyable and fulfilling experiences in my life. I have 

the opportunity to work with an incredible group of 

people, and I’m proud to be part of this family.  Being 

able to docent and share my knowledge with kids and 

adults leaves me with a feeling of accomplishment. 

Working in the Paleo Lab and exposing a fossil that has 

been hidden for 12-15 million years is a feeling that few 

can ever experience. When I share that find with a 

youngster, their eyes light up, and they always have 

questions. I strongly recommend to people with a few 

free days a month to join our family of volunteers. It 

will be an incredible experience!” 

At BVM you can: 

Learn: The Buena Vista Museum of Natural 
History and Science is the only museum in 
central California that offers exhibits on 
anatomy, anthropology, archaeology, 
astronomy, biology, geology and 
paleontology all in one location 

Discover:  a variety of geological and 
paleontological presentations, workshops, 
seasonal camps, regularly scheduled science 
enrichment sessions for kids and fun, 
interactive science events.  

Play:  in a hands-on, interactive science 
discovery center called the “Oh! Zone,” 
which is sure to spark the mind of both the 
young and the young at heart.  

Give the Gift of 
Membership! 

• One year of unlimited admission to BVM! 

• Included ASTC Passport with Free admission to 
over 600 participating museums all over the 
world! (go to astc.org for details) 

• Free and discounted admission to local reciprocal 
museums like CALM, and the Kern County 
Museum! 

• Eligibility to participate in real Paleo-Digs at 
Sharktooth Hill where you can unearth fossils 
that are millions of years old! 

• Special discounts throughout the year! 
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NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2019, JANUARY 2020 
 

THURSDAY, NOV. 21st  

$2 Day! 
All day! All ages! Admission only $2 

 FRI, SAT, SUN Nov. 22, 23 ,24 

Paleo Digs! 
8:00am – 4:00pm 

Come join us for a paleo dig at Sharktooth Hill! You can uncover 

shark teeth and other marine fossils! (Must be a member) 

 THURSDAY, NOV. 28th 

Thanksgiving Day: 

The museum will be closed in observance of the holiday.  

MONDAY, DEC. 2nd 

Kern Co. Science Alliance 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

SATURDAY, DEC. 7th 

Family Day: 

First Saturday of the month is a family day. 2 adults and up to 6 kids 

only $20 

Just for Kids 
10:30am – 12:00pm 
Join BC Student Devon Hines on a wild trip with tarantulas! 

Experience spiders from all over the world. Learn about behaviors 

and habitats and how to care for them as amazing pets. 

Tim Elam – Life on the Edge 
2:00pm 

Geologist Tim Elam presents an informal discussion of recent and 

historical earthquake activity in Kern County. Tim will explain why 

earthquakes happen here and what is forecasted for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WEDNESDAY, DEC 11th 

Reptile Club 
7:00 PM 

THURSDAY, DEC.19th   

$2 Day! 
All day! All ages! Admission only $2 

SATURDAY, JAN 4th 

Family Day 
First Saturday of the month is Family Day. Only $20 for admission of 

2 adults and up to 6 children.  

Just for Kids 
10:30am – 12:00pm - TBA 

MONDAY, JAN. 6th 

Kern Co. Science Alliance 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

WEDNESDAY, JAN 8th 

Reptile Club 
7:00 PM 

 THURSDAY, JAN.16th   

$2 Day! 
All day! All ages! Admission only $2 

SATURDAY, FEB 15th   

Murder Mystery 
Details to follow 

 

 

 

Visit us at 2018 Chester Ave. in Bakersfield or online at sharktoothhill.org. For more info call (661)324-6350 

Fall hours: Thurs. – Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. 12pm-4pm 
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UPCOMING PALEO DIG! 

November 22, 23, 24 

Looking to find some buried treasure? Come join us for a Paleo 
Dig at Sharktooth Hill where you can find Shark teeth and other 

marine fossils.  

Spaces are limited! Call (661) 324-6350 now to reserve a spot! 
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Welcome our New Staff!  

Desiree Boyd 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Clint Osman 

 Membership & Outreach 
Coordinator 

Desiree Boyd joined the BVM team in July as 

the new Volunteer Coordinator. Her positive 

energy, quirky sense of humor and spunk 

makes her perfect for the position.  She 

works with a diverse group of volunteers 

from teens needing community service to 

retirees needing to fill their day with 

rewarding work. Desiree schedules 

volunteers for all museum events, tours and 

general help.  On any given day she is a busy 

person running in many directions, but she 

always has time to help the team.   

Clint Osman joined the BVM team in 

October as our new Membership & 

Outreach Coordinator. He welcomes new 

members and keeps members notified 

about the many BVM member benefits and 

special events. Clint is also helping to bring 

BVM into the 21st century with his 

knowledge and experience in technology. 

Aside from his work at BVM, Clint is 

following his passion and is currently 

pursuing a graduate degree in museum 

studies through Johns Hopkins University. 
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LIFE ON THE EDGE: California Earthquakes and  

Plate Tectonics  

December 7, 2019, 2:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Day Fall Paleo Dig  

Would you like to find your own fossils?  

Join the Museum’s Field guides for one day or all 3 days!   

November 22nd , 23rd, and 24th 2019 

NEW flat rate price ONLY $70   

Per day, Per person  

For more information and registration forms visit 
Sharktoothhill.org or call BVM 661-324-6350  

The San Andreas Fault is perhaps the best known and most studied geologic feature in the United States. 
The Fault is a manifestation of plates of the Earth’s crust crushing against each other. But it is only one of 
several faults in central and eastern California at risk of rupture. Powerful earthquakes over the last 70 years 
have occurred on these other faults. Knowledge of faulting in eastern California…the movement of crustal 
plates… and earthquake risk…has changed significantly over the last thirty years.  

Join local geologist Tim Elam as he presents:  

• A basic understanding of earthquakes and plate tectonics  
• Why stresses are occurring on faults in Kern and nearby counties  
• Ongoing concern about potential rupture along the Big Bend and Southern sections of the San Andreas 

Fault  

• A review of significant earthquakes felt in Kern County, including the 1857 Fort Tejon earthquake, 1952 
Bakersfield/Tehachapi earthquakes, and the 1992, 1999 and 2019 Ridgecrest/Mojave Desert earth-
quakes  

• Current earthquake forecasts…NOT earthquake predictions  
• Photographic views of California faults   
• The presentation will be informal, and questions and discussion are encouraged. No geologic back-

ground is necessary to enjoy the event.  
 

There will be no extra charge for attending this event…just the normal Museum entrance fee. 
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Wish List 

We all have a wish list; whether it is something small, something large, something fun                                       
or something just to make our lives better.  We at the BVM have a wish list too! 

 

 
MUSEUM BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS NEEDED   
• Drywall for hall stairwell 

• New flooring for the Oh Zone.  
• Back steps to museum finished with non-skid coating.  

 

MUSEUM OPERATIONAL NEEDS 

• New professional printer. 

• Updated library and object cataloging software 
• 10  6ft long heavy duty/light weight plastic tables 

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS NEEDED EVERY MONTH 
• Case of Paper towels 

• Gallon of Windex  
• Office Supplies such as Copy paper, Post its, pens & pencils.  

 
If you can make any of our Wish List items come true, please contact  

Executive Director, Koral Hancharick at 661-324-6350  

 

We have a goal of completing three special projects for 2020!   

 
• To open a NEW area “just for kids” Science Lab, to contain a “Make-it and Take-it” station.  This will be a 

place where children and parents, along with BVM science experts, will be able to think critically, experi-
ment, create and make fun projects.  

 
• Refurbish and bring new, creative and hands-on STEM items into our science discovery center, the Oh 

Zone and Explore-it Zone.  
 
• Refurbish the African and North American animals exhibit to incorporate the newly acquired animals 

from CSUB (including an awesome giraffe named George!)   
 

These projects will happen as funding is available.  If you are interested in sponsoring or helping with 
these projects, contact our Executive Director Koral Hancharick. 
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Your Contributions Make All This Possible! 

 
BVM is looking ahead to an exciting goals and growth we have planned, and we want you to be a part of 
our future! Current goals include developing a rich menu of in-house programming to offer visitors during 
regular museum hours, and revamping our website to be more informative and user-friendly than ever!  
We are also currently seeking sponsorship for new, kid-friendly, high-tech exhibits!  
 
BVM’s average year operating expenses are about $184,000 per year, or about $15,335 a month, or ap-
proximately $500 per day.  No donation is too small; whether your able to give a few dollars or even 
spare pocket change, in the end it all adds up!  Your continued support is what enables the     museum to 
serve our community by offering such a rich variety of  educational programs for children  and people of 
all ages.   

 
 

***********************************cut and detach************************************** 

Name____________________________   E-mail  _____________________________________ 
  
Address_____________________________ City_________________ State____ Zip __________ 
 
Phone:________________________________ Cell:____________________________________ 
 
_____   Enclosed is my donation for the General Operations in the amount of $ ________________ 
 
_____   Enclosed is my donation to Sponsor A Day at the Museum for $500 
                    Date: ________________    or  In memory of : ________________ 
 
_____   Enclosed is my donation in support of many Educational programs  $_______________ 
 
_____   Enclosed is my donation in support of Exhibit Acquisitions and improvements $______ 
 
_____   I would like to pledge on a monthly basis $__________     
 
_____   I would like to receive pre-addressed monthly pledge envelopes. 
 
_____  Please charge the above amount to my credit card # _______________________________  
 
Name on Card ____________________________________________ Expiration date __________                                         
 
Signature__________________________________________________________ 
 
Please contact me at Ph #  _________________________Best time to call__________ 
 
_____   I would like to be a volunteer.  Please send me an application and more information.         
 

Please mail to BVM, 2018 Chester Ave, Bakersfield, CA. 93301 USA Or call 661-324-6350     
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  many THANKS to those who support us in so many ways! 

Jeff Johnson/JLM 
Associates 

Return Service Requested 

2018 Chester Ave 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Dave and Jill Hanley 

The Ben H. & Gladys Arkelian 
Foundation 

Jon & Jennifer Sampson 

Tim and Pat 

Carol Bowman 


